Five little ducks went swimming one day,
Over the hills and far away.
The mother duck said ‘Quack quack quack quack!’
And only four little ducks came back.

Four little ducks went swimming one day,
Over the hills and far away.
The mother duck said ‘Quack quack quack quack!’
And only three little ducks came back.

Three little ducks went swimming one day,
Over the hills and far away.
The mother duck said ‘Quack quack quack quack!’
And only two little ducks came back.

Two little ducks went swimming one day,
Over the hills and far away.
The mother duck said ‘Quack quack quack quack!’
And only one little duck came back.

One little duck went swimming one day,
Over the hills and far away.
The mother duck said ‘Quack quack quack quack!’
And five little ducks came swimming right back.
Listen up!

· Notice that lines one and three have exactly the same tune.

· There is a brief piano interlude between verses, giving the singers time to think about which number of ducks comes next!

· The last verse begins at a slower pace and could be sung as a solo or by a small group. The piano part changes mood here; it is more reflective and not so busy, suggesting the loneliness of the solitary last duck. Be ready for the final line which is sung by everyone at the original tempo!

· Listen out for the two optional parts which are almost the same and follow the basic shape of the song melody.

Tactics

· Practise the repeated ‘quacks’, making sure that the singers keep in time with the accompaniment.

Extended activities

· Encourage the children to find an instrument that makes a really good ‘quacking’ sound to accompany Mother Duck.

· Listen to an extract from Peter and The Wolf by Prokofiev: the duck has a major role in the story and is represented by an oboe.

· Make duck stick puppets and perform with the puppeteers hidden behind a long blue sheet or length of frieze paper.

· The optional recorder and chimes part could be played by pupils from a KS2 class.

Did you know … ?

· Do the children know any other counting rhymes or songs that begin with the number five? A traditional finger rhyme chant begins with ‘Five little peas in a peapod pressed’.

· Have the children ever played ‘Hook a Duck’ at the fair? You could make this game very easily in the play area!

Cross-curricular links

Explore related themes:
· Mathematics
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