Five Little Speckled Frogs


Five little speckled frogs 
Sat on a speckled log, 
Eating some most delicious bugs. (Yum yum!)
One jumped into a pool 
Where it was nice and cool; 
Now there are just four speckled frogs. (Glub glub!)
Ribbit ribbit!
Four little speckled frogs 
Sat on a speckled log, 
Eating some most delicious bugs. (Yum yum!)
One jumped into a pool 
Where it was nice and cool; 
Now there are just three speckled frogs. (Glub glub!)
Ribbit ribbit!
Three little speckled frogs 
Sat on a speckled log, 
Eating some most delicious bugs. (Yum yum!)
One jumped into a pool 
Where it was nice and cool; 
Now there are just two speckled frogs. (Glub glub!)
Ribbit ribbit!
Two little speckled frogs 
Sat on a speckled log, 
Eating some most delicious bugs. (Yum yum!)
One jumped into a pool 
Where it was nice and cool; 
Now there is just one speckled frog. (Glub glub!)
Ribbit ribbit!
One little speckled frog 
Sat on a speckled log, 
Eating some most delicious bugs. (Yum yum!)
One jumped into a pool 
Where it was nice and cool; 
Now there are no more speckled frogs. (Glub glub!)
Listen up!

· Before you play the audio tracks, encourage the group to prepare a suitable vocal sound to make at the appropriate time as they listen, i.e. after ‘most delicious bugs’.

· Ask children to put up their hands every time they hear the big jump (the octave from ‘frogs’ to ‘sat’, and ‘pool’ to ‘where’).

Tactics

· Use the rhythm of the first bar as an echo activity. Clap the rhythm and the class claps back. Do this using lots of different body sounds eg. pat knees, click fingers, clap etc. You could also use some vocal sounds. Listen out to make sure the children are responding accurately, feeling the syncopation in the rhythm.

· Most children will begin to pick up this song very quickly, though you will need to work on particular bits such as the octave jump (you could go back to the work on this from the Listen up! section, using the audio clips).

· Encourage everyone to enjoy the ‘yum yum’ – get the children to work in pairs for a couple of minutes to explore some suitable sounds and then try out some of these when you sing the different verses.

· Get the children to indicate the numbers using their fingers.

Extended activities

· Children might enjoy ‘acting’ out this song. There are some good physical moments that could be recreated/mimed in the classroom, such as jumping into the pool and eating the bugs.

· Count back in twos, starting with 10 frogs, or in threes starting with 12 frogs, or any other multiples that are appropriate for the age range of your group.

· Ask children to make up their own versions, thinking of different things that might want to jump into a pool!

Did you know … ?

· Find out more about frogs – how many different species of frogs can you find out about?

· What is the difference between a frog and a toad?

· Perhaps children could collect some frogspawn. Which time of the year is best for this?

Cross-curricular links

Explore related themes:
· English

· Mathematics

· Science
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