
Go to piccolomusic.co.uk 

Our songs are being sung all over the world and we are 
always looking for new ways to encourage more people to sing 
our songs, the Piccolo way - fun, innovative & creative.  
Email abi@piccolomusic.co.uk. We’d love to work with you  
• Award winning Songs & CDs  
• Training  & Licence Packages

How about?

• Changing intonation for the instruments to make it fun
• Dividing children into 3 groups & they stand up when they play their instrument 
• Encourage the children to think of different instruments and the names of the 

musicians e.g trumpeter/bugler, pianist and cellist.

Old King Cole (Chords DGA) 
 

Old King Cole was a merry old soul  
And a merry old soul was he  
He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl  
And he called for his fiddlers three  
Now every fiddler had a fine fiddle and a very fine fiddle had he 

Fiddle iddle iddle iddle ee went the fiddlers  
Fiddle iddle ee fiddle ee  
There’s none so rare as can compare  
As King Cole and his fiddlers three  
Old King Cole was a merry old soul  
And a merry old soul was he  
He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl  
And he called for his drummers three  
Now every drummer had a fine drum and a very fine drum had he 


Rum diddy dum diddy dum went the 
drummers  
Fiddle iddle iddle iddle ee went the 
fiddlers  
Fiddle iddle ee fiddle ee  
There’s none so rare as can compare  
As King Cole and his fiddlers three  
Old King Cole was a merry old soul  
And a merry old soul was he  
He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl  
And he called for his pipers three  
Now every piper had a fine pipe and a very fine pipe had he  
Root tiddy toot tiddy toot went the pipers  
Rum diddy dum diddy dum went the drummers  
Fiddle iddle iddle iddle ee went the fiddlers  
Fiddle iddle ee fiddle ee  
There’s none so rare as can compare As King Cole and his fiddlers three 

Singing with your baby or small toddler

Babies lying down. Bounce you baby’s legs to the beat as 
you sing ‘Old King Cole’. Then pretend to play the different 
instruments on your baby’s body. Drawing a line across baby’s 
tummy for ‘a violin’, flickering fingers up and down on baby’s 
tummy for ‘the flute’ and patting for ‘the drum’. 
Bigger babies and toddlers can be bounced on knees to the 
beat and then sway side to side for ‘the violin’, raise up and 
down on knees for the flute and fast bounces for ‘the drum’. 

Singing games with older toddlers

Marching around the room. This is good for demonstrating dynamics in a 
song. March around the room to the beat and then sway for ‘the fiddlers’, 
tiptoe for ‘the flutes’ and stamp for ‘the drummers’. 
Percussion. Shake your instrument to the beat encouraging the children 
to do the same. Use big actions to demonstrate playing softly and when to 
play loudly. Change the tempo, e.g playing really fast for the fiddlers
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Musical activities with nursery, reception and year one children

Introducing an ostinato. Sitting down, clap an ostinato - a repeated pattern - for the ‘Old King Cole’ words. A good example is ‘clap clap pat’ to the 
beat of the song. When you get to singing the names of the instruments, the children can mime playing each of them. If you have the real instruments 
you can show how they are played or show a video from YouTube or pictures. Encourage the children to explore different instruments and pretend to 
play these. Create a band, having groups of children miming the instruments. As it is their turn to play, they can stand up to play their instrument and 
then sit down. This can become quite fun as the verses add on new instruments. 

You could also do this as a rap and change the voice as you go.

Walking the beat. Encourage the children to walk and clap the beat at the same time as they go around the room. Then introduce the idea of a 
marching ostinato. Using the idea of ‘clap clap pat’. Try and get them to march by stamping their feet - ‘right right left’ as they sing the song. 

Play around with the song. As the children learn to do the actions at the right time, the song can then be sung in their heads, with just the actions 
and children can choose which line to sing out loud. The aim is for them to all sing the line out loud at the same time.

A child can conduct by opening and closing hands to determine when to sing out loud or in their heads

Choose a letter and as they sing the song, they have to clap on the words beginning with that letter

They could also clap on the words that rhyme

Downloads available on :

Contact abi@piccolomusic.co.uk or Tel 0191 2518740 now for training and all Piccolomusic products or services.

…and many more!
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