
Wind the Bobbin Up (Chords CFG) 
 

Wind the bobbin up, Wind the bobbin up, 


Pull pull, clap clap clap


Wind it back again, wind it back again, 


Pull pull, clap clap clap


Point to the ceiling, point to the floor


Point to the window, point to the door


Clap your hands together 1,2,3


Put your hands upon your knee


How about?

• Singing with ‘magic lips’ and only singing out loud for ‘clap’
• Singing very slowly and then see how fast everyone can sing
• Think of how many mays you can demonstrate winding 
• Adapting the song to a circle song, changing the words if need be.

Singing with your baby or small toddler

• Traditionally sung as a hand rhyme. But you could lie baby on the floor 
and wind their legs instead of hands

• You could put you child on your knee and then circle your knees to 
make your child go round in a circle. Then raise knees to the ceiling 
and bump to the floor

Singing games with older toddlers

A partner rhyme. Sit opposite your child and holding hands like row the boat 
start to turn your bodies. then pull and pat each other’s hands. Lift both hands 
to the ceiling and floor and sway for the window and door

A game for the large scrunchie (squirble). Pass the squirble round the ring, 
pull back and forth and replace the word ‘clap’ with bounce. At the end you can 
either ‘bounce very gently 1 2 3’ or move very ‘slowly/quickly’ Great for 
introducing tempo and dynamics and improvisation

Stand with your child turning them as they hold your finger as they wind. Lift 
them up & down, clapping hands together, patting each other’s hands.
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Musical activities with nursery, reception and year one children

• Winding the bobbin Encourage the children to find how many ways they can demonstrate winding - twirling, winding hands, walking in a circle. 
Check out our video to find out some more ideas.

•
• Walking the spiral. Everyone holds hands and you lead the line. You walk round creating a big circle and then take the line inwards creating a 

spiral. When you get to the centre of the spiral, turn in on yourself and you end up in a circle but everyone is facing out. Sing ‘wind the bobbin’ as 
you do this. To keep the pace and the calm.

• Clapping game. This song is great for encouraging the children to improvise and work out their own clapping game.

• Wind the bobbin challenge. Ask the children to see how many ways they can sing this song, on their own, in pairs, in fours as a circle, as a 
clapping game, using percussion instruments. The rules are you have to keep the words ‘wind the bobbin up’ in all parts of the song, but other 
words can change if need be.

• Play around with the song. As the children learn to do the actions at the right time, the song can then be sung in their heads, with just the actions 
and children can choose which line to sing out loud. The aim is for them to all sing the line out loud at the same time.

• A child can conduct by opening and closing hands to determine when to sing out loud or in their heads

• Choose a letter and as they sing the song, they have to clap on the words beginning with that letter

• They could also clap on the words that rhyme or begin with the same letter as their own name
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